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GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING BSA AQUATICS ACTIVITIES





CANOEING & KAYAKING


Follow the 9 points of Safety Afloat


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


If a person is not a BSA Swimmer, an adult


      Lifeguard must be in the same canoe


A person who is not a BSA Swimmer cannot kayak


File a float plan for a trip


Cubs cannot paddle on moving water


For whitewater, all participants must complete


     special training by a whitewater specialist





SWIMMING


Follow the 8 points of Safe Swim Defense


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


Swim in depths only according to ability, never


    deeper than 12 feet


Swim only on the surface in turbid water, and if


    rescue would be hindered, wear a PFD


Swim in whitewater only with a PFD


 





RAFTING


Follow the 9 points of Safety Afloat


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


If a person is not a BSA Swimmer, an adult


     Lifeguard must be in the same raft


Cubs cannot raft on moving water








ROWBOATS


Follow the 9 points of Safety Afloat


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


If a person is not a BSA Swimmer, an adult Swimmer


    must be in the same rowboat








SWIM TEST ALL YOUTH AND ADULTS


USE THE BUDDY SYSTEM AT ALL TIMES


WEAR A PFD WHEN BOATING


Minimum 3 hrs training or meet basic handling requirements


before float trips or open-water excursions in boats

















QUALIFIED SUPERVISION FOR SAFE SWIM DEFENSE


1 current SSD cardholder at least 21 years old


Guard (not necessarily an adult) for each 10 swimmers, minimum of two


QUALIFIED SUPERVISION FOR SNORKELING


1 current SSD cardholder at least 21 years old


Qualified lookout (w/ skills of a guard) for each 8 snorkelers, minimum of two


1 lookout


QUALIFIED SUPERVISION FOR SAFETY AFLOAT


1 current SSD and SA cardholder for each 10 boaters, minimum of two


At least one of above must be at least 21 years old


Each of above must be trained in rescue techniques for the craft involved


At least one must be currently CPR trained


For Cubs, the ratio is 1 for each 5 boaters, minimum of two








FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE


GUIDE TO SAFE SCOUTING 





SNORKEL & SCUBA


Follow the 8 points of Safe Swim Defense and 8 points of


   Snorkeling Safety


 Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


A person who is not a BSA Swimmer cannot Scuba


Beginners and Nonswimmers snorkel in appropriate depths


Snorkel or Scuba only in clear water


No snorkeling in open water unless all participants and 


   leaders have Snorkeling BSA award


Use diver-down flags for snorkeling and Scuba


PFDs required for snorkeling at discretion of supervisor 


Minimum age is 14 for Scuba


Scuba certification by PADI or NAUI is required


Recreational Scuba diving only with PADI or NAUI


    divemaster or above


Certified Scuba divers must be reevaluated for skills 








SAILING


Follow the 9 points of Safety Afloat


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


If a person is not a BSA Swimmer, an adult


      Lifeguard must be in the same sailboat


A person who is not a BSA Swimmer cannot sailboard





MOTORBOATS & WATERSKIING


Follow the 9 points of Safety Afloat


Plan to have enough Qualified Supervision


If a person is not a BSA Swimmer, an adult Swimmer


    must be in the same motorboat


Any person who operates a motorboat must be able to


    meet the requirements of the Motorboating MB


A waterskiier must wear a PFD


A ski boat must carry a conscientious observer














